
 
           MINUTES 

Crested Butte Town Council 
Special Council Meeting 
Crested Butte Town Hall 

       Thursday May 18, 2006 
 

Mayor Alan Bernholtz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Council members 
present: Ron Chlipala, Margot Levy, Skip Berkshire, Bill Coburn, Leah Williams 
and Billy Rankin. Staff present: Town Manager Frank Bell, Town Clerk Eileen 
Hughes, Finance Director Lois Rozman and Public Works Director Bob Gillie and 
Scott LeFevre.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

       
1. Discussion of Development of Bicycle Dirt Jump Park-Block 80-Paradise Park 

Subdivision.  
Bell said town staff is supportive of development of the dirt jump park provided 
the town does not have to do a lot of work because staff is very busy.  
Dave Kozlowski of Gunnison Valley Free Ride Association said they would like 
to have a permanent source of water and use of a dump truck and front end loader 
for a day to build the park. Staff explained there is no water source available at 
the site. Gillie suggested the group import dirt to the site. Council asked Gunnison 
Valley Free Ride Association representatives to meet with town staff regarding 
the park and for the Association to go ahead and develop the dirt jump park with 
the idea that the town will help some but they should get assistance from local 
contractors.  Council noted the site was temporary for one or two summers and in 
the future perhaps a more permanent location can be designated.  
 

2. Ordinance No. 9, Series 2006- An Ordinance Amending the Zoning and 
Land Use Ordinance of  The Town of Crested Butte Regarding the 
Minimum Number of Lots in the “C” Commercial District Which May Be 
Subject To Town Planned Unit Development Regulations. 
 
Bernholtz read the title of the ordinance. Bell said it was appropriate for 
council to set the ordinance for public hearing.  
 
Levy moved and Williams seconded to set Ordinance No. 9, Series 2006 
for public hearing on June 5, 2006. Roll call vote taken with all voting yes. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 

3. Ordinance No.10, Series 2006- An Ordinance Amending the Zoning and  
     Land Use Ordinance to Add a Definition of the Term “Retail Bakeries.”  
      

Bernholtz read the title of the ordinance. Bell noted the ordinance was 
referred to the Board of Zoning and Architectural Review and they did not 
recommend any revisions.  
Levy moved and Chlipala seconded to set Ordinance No. 10, Series 2006 
for public hearing on June 5, 2006. Roll call vote taken with all voting yes. 

Special Council Meeting May 18, 2006 1



Motion passed unanimously.  
 

4. Ordinance No. 11, Series 2006- An Ordinance Amending the Zoning and Land 
Use Ordinance to Add Subordinate and Incidental Use Restaurants as a 
Conditional Use in the “C” Commercial District and to Add a Definition of 
“Subordinate and Incidental Use.”  
Bernholtz read the title of the ordinance. Several council members voiced positive 
comments about the proposed ordinance noting the intent is to allow recreation 
and amusement facilities to include a food component; and the ordinance does not 
allow stand-alone restaurants unassociated with a recreation or amusement 
facility.  
 
Crested Butte resident and restaurant owner Victor Shepard asked council to 
delay the public hearing to give more time for public comment. Shepard voiced 
opposition to the ordinance stating that there are many zones in town which allow 
restaurants and he does not think another zone (“C”) should allow restaurants. He 
said the town should consider how many restaurants there already are in town and 
question how much the pie can be divvied up.  
 
Crested Butte restaurant owner, Brian Synder, also voiced concern about 
Ordinance No. 11. 
 

Levy moved and Chlipala seconded to set Ordinance No. 11 for public 
hearing on June 19, 2006 amended to add wording suggested by the Board 
of Zoning and Architectural Review (i.e. limiting size of restaurant to 
maximum of 1,000 square feet and relating the size of the restaurant to 25 
percent of the size of the primary recreational or amusement use). Roll call 
vote taken with all voting yes. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

5. Professional Services Agreement with Utilities Director Larry Adams for Post-
Retirement Consultation Services.  

 
Council briefly discussed the agreement and noted it will be good to have Adams  
working under an agreement during the transition to a new Utilities Director 
after Adams retires.  
 

Levy moved and Rankin seconded to approve a professional services 
agreement with Utilities Director Larry Adams for post-retirement 
consultation services contingent upon review of the agreement by the Town 
Attorney; revising the agreement to include a differential rate of pay for 
travel; and deletion of wording regarding email expenses. Roll call vote 
taken with all voting yes. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

6. Discussion Regarding Amending Article 16-4 of the Town of Crested Butte 
Municipal Code- Energy, Environmental and Renovation Option Point and 
Minimum Efficiency Standards.  
 
Building Inspector Scott LeFevre explained that the proposed amendments to the 
code will raise energy efficiency standards (as discussed in his memo to council 
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dated May 3, 2006).  LeFevre also noted that he is proposing revisiting wood 
stoves as an auxiliary source of home heating and allowing clean burning wood 
stoves (phase 2 stoves). Building official Bob Gillie expressed reservations about 
allowing wood stoves unless the use is tied to a high standard of overall energy 
efficiency of a residence.  
 
Crested Butte resident Paul Merck spoke in support of allowing wood stoves. 
Maria and Brian Fennerty owners of Hearth and Sol commented that wood stoves 
have improved greatly in recent years and are much more efficient.  
Allison Gannett of the Office for Resource Efficiency (ORE) commented that 
wood is a sustainable resource and it may be a good idea to set a standard that 
allows use of a wood stove based on an E-Star rating and overall energy 
efficiency. 
Crested Butte resident Keith Bauer said he supports recommendations for 
alternative methods of heating outdoor space.   
 
Council discussed the topic and agreed that more discussion and education was 
needed on the subject. Council asked representatives of the Office of Resource 
Efficiency if they could help arrange an education work session for the council 
regarding the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Program (LEED). 
Council also directed staff to provide more research regarding heating outdoor 
areas and woodstoves. In the meantime, council directed staff to draft an 
ordinance regarding revising the Town Code to raise energy efficiency standards 
with the idea that council can consider other revisions in the future regarding 
items such as wood stoves and outdoor heating.  

            
7. Schedule Town Council 2007 Budget Retreat for July 2006. 
 

Council agreed to discuss this item at the June 5, 2006 council meeting. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
Bernholtz:  

• Thanked outgoing Town Manager Frank Bell for his work. 
• Reported on a recent Mayor/Manager’s meeting.  
• Reported on the Rural Transportation Authority (RTA).  

 
           Levy:  

• Reported on the Tourism Association. 
• Noted that Gunnison County will be holding a public hearing on June 7, 

2006 at 7 p.m. on the work force housing fee amendment.  Levy said it 
would be appropriate for town staff to draft a letter in support of the 
County fee. Council directed staff to write a letter to Gunnison County in 
support of the work force housing fee.  

 
           Berkshire: 

• Gave an update on some of the concerns and projects of the group “Feet 
First.”  Feet First would like to meet with Town staff regarding cleanup of 
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the 8th street corridor.  The group would like to clean up the area and install 
some soft landscaping. Council said Feet First has the council’s blessing 
regarding cleanup and soft landscaping on 8th Street.  

          Chlipala:  
• Reported on the Mt. Express Bus Service. Mt. Express plans to move 

forward on a circulator bus this winter. Mt. Express wants to make sure the 
town is aware of the new bus facility project and the fact that it will likely 
be a regional facility in the future.  

• Requested that staff report on a notification process to property owners 
surrounding projects that are being considered by the Board of Zoning and 
Architectural Review.  

 
Council directed staff to schedule a work session for an update on Mt. Express 
issues. Council directed staff to talk to outgoing manager Frank Bell about the 
boards he serves on, so replacements can be appointed.     

 
          Rankin:  

• Expressed dismay that the Bands for Lands request for a Special Events 
Permit was denied at the May 15, 2006 council meeting. He said he was 
approached by many people who were disappointed the event was denied.  

 
Council briefly discussed the soccer field and the town pavilion next to the Center 
for the Arts. Council directed staff to contact Center for the Arts Director, Pat 
Crow, regarding the process for using the soccer field. Council also asked staff to 
check into coordination regarding booking the pavilion and use of the soccer 
field.  
   

            OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
A) Amendments to Special Events Permit -Crested Butte Chamber of Commerce  
Fat Tire Bike Week June 19-June 25, 2006. 
 
Chamber of Commerce Director, Christi Matthews, reviewed proposed 
amendments to the Fat Tire Bike Week event as outlined in her memo to council 
dated May 10, 2006.  
 
Bernholtz asked the Chamber to place cones along Elk Avenue from 6th to 7th so  
parking is available for local residents.  
 
Williams moved and Levy seconded to approve amendments to the Special Events 
Permit for Fat Tire Bike Week (as outlined in memo dated May 10, 2006 from 
Chamber Director Christi Matthews). The Chamber is directed to notify residents 
in the area of the event taking place in the Chamber parking lot; to notify Farmers 
Market vendors of the event; to notify participants in Fat Tire Bike Week about 
parking issues and to mitigate parking problems in front of residences on Elk 
Avenue between 6th and 7th Streets. Roll call vote taken with all voting yes. 
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
B) Draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for Indoor Ice and Multi-Purpose Recreation  
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Facility on the Town Ranch. (Continued from May 15, 2006 meeting) 
 
Council briefly discussed the RFP and pointed out a few minor revisions.  
Levy gave Bell a list provided by the Office of Resource Efficiency of ice rink 
design firms familiar with the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Desgin 
Program.   
 
Levy moved and Chlipala seconded to approve the Request for Proposal for the 
Indoor Ice and Multi-Purpose Recreation Facility on the Town Ranch and to direct 
staff to send out the revised RFP. Roll call vote taken with all voting yes. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 

           EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A) For a Conference with the Town Attorney for Purpose of Receiving Legal 
Advise on Specific Legal Questions under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402 (4) (a).  
 
Levy moved and Williams seconded to go into executive session for the following 
reasons: For discussion of a personnel matter under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402 (2) 
(f); to discuss the acquisition of property under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402 (4) (a); 
for a conference with the Town Attorney for the purpose of receiving legal advice 
on specific legal questions under Section 24-6-402 (4) (b).  Roll call vote taken 
with all voting yes. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Council went into executive session at 8:55 p.m. and returned at 9:27 p.m.  
 
Chlipala moved and Rankin seconded to provide severance pay of two months 
salary to retiring Parks and Recreation director Jerry Deverell. Roll call vote taken 
with all voting yes. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Bernholtz adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m. by unanimous consent.  
 

_____________________________
Alan Bernholtz, Mayor  
 
_____________________________ 

                                         Eileen Hughes, Town Clerk 
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